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Panel won’t act in Pinal sheriff’s plagiarizing

Misconduct board plans no Vasquez inquiry

By DAVID BISCOBING TRIBUNE

CONTACT WRITER:
(480) 898-6446 or dbiscobing@evtrib.com

The state board that oversees police misconduct says it will not take any action against
Pinal County Sheriff Chris Vasquez for plagiarizing more than a dozen times in his monthly
letters to residents.

“There’s not a case, and we aren’t doing anything with this,” said Tom Hammarstrom,
executive director of Arizona Peace Officer Standards and Training Board, or AZPOST.

"“I'm not even sure as to whether or not this situation is serious enough to warrant
action,” he said.

But experts say plagiarism is a serious issue, one that raises questions of integrity and
credibility, especially for an elected law enforcement officer.

Vasquez has written more than 30 letters since taking office in 2005. Using an Internet
search, the Tribune found text in 14 letters that was exactly replicated from other sources,
even President Bush.

In many cases, the text is copied verbatim, and the lifted writing ranges in size from a
few sentences to entire speeches.

Vasquez admitted that he directly “copies and pastes” material from outside sources into
his letters without attribution.

He added that he doesn’t think it's wrong.

Vasquez is a member of the AZPOST board, which determines punishments for law
enforcement officers.

He was appointed to the post by Gov. Janet Napolitano in 2007. Her office declined to
comment on whether Napolitano would have appointed him if the governor knew he
plagiarized.

AZPOST's purpose is to uphold the integrity of law enforcement by reviewing cases and
revoking or suspending the certification of those who violate certain standards.

In 2005, one of the reasons the board permanently denied a police cadet certification was
because he plagiarized essays in his job application. The classification of the cadet case was
dishonesty — exactly what ethics experts say Vasquez is guilty of.

“It's not acceptable for an elected official, and especially a law enforcement officer, to be
doing this,” said Joan Mc-Gregor, an Arizona State University ethics professor.

“What's the separation in principle between plagiarism and stealing or forging a check?”
she asked.

The sheriff’s letters are distributed to newspapers across Pinal County that print them
monthly. They also were posted on Vasquez’s campaign Web site.

They were removed shortly after the Tribune inquired about them Wednesday.

Vasquez told the Tribune that AZPOST officials laughed about the controversy surrounding
plagiarism in his letters.

Hammarstrom said that’s not true. “I can tell you that I and my staff do not consider
plagiarizing a joke or a laughing matter at all,” he said. “Plagiarism is a serious issue and is
inappropriate conduct.”



Still, Hammarstrom said AZPOST didn’t find it necessary to initiate a misconduct
investigation. He also said that Vasquez’s board position is not a factor in the decision not to
take action.

“We just feel that we don’t have enough information to start an investigation,” he said.

Chris Vasquez
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OUR VIEW

Pinal sheriff’s plagiarism merits investigation

What we expect of our police officers is honesty and fairness. We expect them to be
honest in their testimony against suspects, and to be fair when enforcing our laws. Violating
that trust erodes the bond of respect that citizens must have with law enforcement.

Pinal County Sheriff Chris Vasquez doesn’t have much use for the truth, or for fairness. It
also seems he could be called a thief. And it is clear he deserves some form of punishment.
As reported Thursday by the Tribune’s David Biscobing, Vasquez admits to plagiarizing
others’ works for use in his monthly letters. He admits to stealing ideas and words —
anywhere from sentence fragments to entire speeches — and not giving the writers any
credit. But even more alarming is the utter disdain he shows to those critical of his actions.
He told Biscobing: “You can call it plagiarism if you want, I'm just providing a public
service.”

Well, it most certainly is plagiarism, and it most certainly is not a public service. Neither is
snidely dismissing those who find the spineless act to be a foul practice. Biscobing
interviewed Ted Burke, a former police officer and member of the Institute of Criminal
Justice Ethics in New York City, who drove home the question these actions raise: “If they
are deceiving the public about this, then what else are they deceiving the public about?”

In the business of journalism, plagiarism will get anyone fired. It is troubling that
Vasquez's attitude toward this subject would not merit him even working as a freelance
writer for a middle school newspaper.

Vasquez told Biscobing that he and others on the Arizona Peace Officer Standards and
Training Board found the subject amusing and a non-issue. If that indeed is the case, then
the entire AZPOST board should be scrutinized.



According to the board’s most recent “Integrity Bulletin,” the board “is mandated by the
Legislature to establish and enforce the physical, mental, and moral fitness standards for all
peace officers in the state. The board meets the charge to protect the public by overseeing
the integrity of Arizona’s law enforcement officers.” If this is indeed what is expected, the
board needs to investigate one of its own immediately.

Pinal County voters also have an opportunity to weigh in on Vasquez'’s fitness for office as
he’s up for election this year. We urge them to closely examine the concerns about
Vasquez's professional character revealed by his routine intellectual larceny.

Letter to the Editor (received on May 16, 2008)

from Michael Minter (PCSO P10)

Please see attached letter to the Editor from Pinal County Sheriff Chris Vasquez
regarding recent plagiarism allegations...

Here is the letter that was attached to the e-mail:

Early in my career I learned that law enforcement was more than just arresting
criminals and putting them in jail. I developed a deep desire to touch peoples’
lives. I always looked for ways to somehow take a bad situation and make their life
better, even if I couldn’t solve the crime.

When putting together the monthly letters to the citizens my desire remained the
same: to touch the lives of whomever read them. The letters covered many topics,
such as: domestic violence, methamphetamine use, identity theft, bullying, and
gangs. I have made it no secret on how I put together the letters. I have had
citizens ask me how I can do this with such a busy schedule. So I have told them.

I am not an expert on some of the topics, so I would research the internet so I
could provide the best information. Sometimes I would read a passage and simply
rewrite it in my words. Because what I read was fresh in my mind, the passage
and what I wrote were similar. Sometimes I simply would cut and paste the
passage into my document. In a letter there may be several paragraphs I would
cut and paste or just one.

I will admit that in a few of the letters the majority of the information was cut and
pasted from different sources. Also, there may be a few where the majority of the
information came from one source. I simply felt the reader would really benefit by
how the information was written and that I couldn’t rewrite it in any other way
without taking away from the message.

Recently an article was printed in the East Valley Tribune saying what I did was
plagiarism. The meaning of plagiarism, as I understood it, was when a person took
the work of someone else in order to gain something, such as money or a good
grade. I did not at the time feel I had anything to gain by these letters. I don't
receive compensation for them. I simply do this as a service to the citizens of Pinal



County. It is not my intent to deceive anyone. My only intent is to educate and
touch peoples’ lives. Hopefully, to save a life.

If by the definition through the letters I committed plagiarism, then I apologize to
all who are offended. I apologize to you, the readers. I apologize to those in the
writing field, as this is a subject very close to your hearts. I made a mistake.
Because I don’t want to offend anyone else, I have requested all the articles be
removed from my website.

This mistake doesn’t define the man I am, nor should it take away from the many
positive accomplishments I have made in my career, especially as Sheriff. Pinal
County Sheriff's Office is better now than it ever has been. For the first time in a
long time the Sheriff’s Office is becoming a proactive law enforcement agency with
deputies catching armed robbers, burglars and thieves. My criminal investigation
bureau is solving major crimes within 48-hours after the crime is committed. These
are just a few examples of many positive things that are occurring under my
direction.

In closing, if the letters touched someone and made them feel better about
themselves; if a wife was able to seek the courage to leave an abusive relationship;
or a parent was able to recognize their child was on meth; then I have no regrets.
The letters accomplished their intent - the delivery of a meaningful message.

Chris Vasquez Sheriff, Pinal County






